
War Powers Resolution - 1973
Joint Resolution

Concerning the War Powers of Congress and the President.

Resolved by the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled,
SHORT TITLE

SECTION 1. This joint resolution may be cited as the "War Powers Resolution".
PURPOSE AND POLICY

SEC. 2. (a) It is the purpose of this joint resolution to fulfill the intent of the framers of the 
Constitution of the United States and insure that the collective judgement of both the Congress 
and the President will apply to the introduction of United States Armed Forces into hostilities, or 
into situations where imminent involvement in hostilities is clearly indicated by the 
circumstances, and to the continued use of such forces in hostilities or in such situations.

(b) Under article I, section 8, of the Constitution, it is specifically provided that the Congress 
shall have the power to make all laws necessary and proper for carrying into execution, not only 
its own powers but also all other powers vested by the Constitution in the Government of the 
United States, or in any department or officer thereof.

(c) The constitutional powers of the President as Commander-in-Chief to introduce United 
States Armed Forces into hostilities, or into situations where imminent involvement in hostilities 
is clearly indicated by the circumstances, are exercised only pursuant to (1) a declaration of war, 
(2) specific statutory authorization, or (3) a national emergency created by attack upon the 
United States, its territories or possessions, or its armed forces.

CONSULTATION

SEC. 3. The President in every possible instance shall consult with Congress before introducing 
United States Armed Forces into hostilities…

REPORTING

SEC. 4. (a) In the absence of a declaration of war, in any case in which United States Armed 
Forces are introduced--

…the president shall submit within 48 hours to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
and to the President pro tempore of the Senate a report, in writing, setting forth--

(A) the circumstances…

(B) the constitutional and legislative authority…

(C) the estimated scope and duration of the hostilities or involvement.



(b) The President shall provide such other information as the Congress may request in the 
fulfillment of its constitutional responsibilities with respect to committing the Nation to war and to 
the use of United States Armed Forces abroad

(c) Whenever United States Armed Forces are introduced into hostilities or into any situation 
described in subsection (a) of this section, the President shall, so long as such armed forces 
continue to be engaged in such hostilities or situation, report to the Congress periodically…

CONGRESSIONAL ACTION

…at any time that United States Armed Forces are engaged in hostilities outside the territory of 
the United States, its possessions and territories without a declaration of war or specific 
statutory authorization, such forces shall be removed by the President if the Congress so directs 
by concurrent resolution.

CONGRESSIONAL PRIORITY PROCEDURES FOR JOINT RESOLUTION OR BILL

…

CONGRESSIONAL PRIORITY PROCEDURES FOR CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

…

INTERPRETATION OF JOINT RESOLUTION

…

(d) Nothing in this joint resolution--

(1) is intended to alter the constitutional authority of the Congress or of the President, or the 
provision of existing treaties; or

(2) shall be construed as granting any authority to the President with respect to the introduction 
of United States Armed Forces into hostilities or into situations wherein involvement in hostilities 
is clearly indicated by the circumstances which authority he would not have had in the absence 
of this joint resolution.

…


