
www.HistoryAtOurHouse.Com  Upper Elementary Class Notes 

VIII. Contemporary Life 

A. The Indispensable Country: America as World Police Power 

1. In “contemporary” history—which means “existing for only a short period of time”— 
America had been the world police power since 1947.  Since that time, the level of 
violence in wars has been the lowest in human history.   This is known as the “Pax 
Americana.”  (“Pax” is a Latin word meaning “peace.”) 

2. Today two major problems still threaten world peace:  1) North Korea, a communist 
regime that oppresses its people and threatens its neighbors and America with nuclear 
weapons, and 2) Iran, a theocracy that 
oppresses its people and whose leaders 
regularly chant “Death to America! Death 
to Israel!” and who seem to want nuclear 
weapons as well. 

3. If the Pax Americana is to succeed, the 
United States will have to find solutions 
to both these problems.   

4. Right now America is locked in a “cold 
war” with both of these countries, which 
means that there is no “hot war,” but 
since both sides are always preparing to 
fight and threatening each other, one 
cannot call it peace. 

B. Contemporary Rights Issues 

1. Since America enshrined civil rights for 
“African-Americans” by the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965, 
there hasn’t been a great transformation in rights. 

2. Small changes have occurred but these do not have the historical significance of the 
major milestones we have seen this year. 

3. The “right to healthcare” seems to be the next asserted right that Americans will embrace.  
Although the legislation known as “Obamacare” was passed in 2010, the power of the 
government to force Americans to buy health insurance was since taken away by the 
Trump administration.  For now this new “right” is on hold. 

C. Contemporary Technological Developments 

1. Although the advanced technologies of space exploration and nuclear energy have stalled 
for the time being, one technology seems to be moving forward quickly: computing. 

2. The incredible progress in computing is symbolized by the smartphone, which is 
40,000,000 times smaller than the ENIAC, but 1700 times more powerful!   

3. Imagine if, by contrast, cell phones were still at the ENIAC stage?!  Of course, they 
would not even exist.  Imagine if the most advanced computer had been developed in 
1969, which represents the peak of space exploration so far.  You still wouldn’t be able to 
carry one around; it would be the size of a fridge!  In the computing field, at least, 
progress continues. 

4. Indeed our entire civilization seems to have become “computerized.”  “Computerism” 
might be an appropriate term to describe how much we as a society now rely on 
computers for work, education, recreation, shopping, warfare, banking, etc.   
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The world has experienced more peace 
under American policing than ever before.
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