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I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest 
demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation. 

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, 
signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon 
light of hope to millions of Negro slaves… 

But…One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst 
of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro is still 
languished in the corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. 
And so we've come here today to dramatize a shameful condition. 

In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of our 
republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of 
Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall 
heir. This note was a promise that all men -- yes, black men as well as white men -- 
would be guaranteed the unalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

…so we've come to cash this check, a check that will give us upon demand the riches of 
freedom and security of justice…Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate 
valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice…Now is the time to make justice 
a reality for all of God's children. 

…But there is something that I must say to my people…In the process of gaining our 
rightful place we must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our 
thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We must forever 
conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and discipline. We must not allow our 
creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. It…must not lead us to a distrust of 
all white people, for…they have come to realize that their freedom is…bound to our 
freedom. We cannot walk alone. 

…Let us not wallow in the valley of despair. I say to you today my friends -- so even 
though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream 
deeply rooted in the American dream. 

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its 
creed: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal." 
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I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the 
sons of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippiwill be transformed into an oasis 
of freedom and justice. 

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will 
not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. 

I have a dream that one day down in Alabama…little black boys and black girls will be 
able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. 

…This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with…With this faith we 
will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, 
to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day. 

This will be the day, this will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing 
with new meaning "My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. Land 
where my father's died, land of the Pilgrim's pride, from every mountainside, let freedom 
ring!" 

And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. 

…Let freedom ring. And when this happens, and when we allow freedom ring -- when 
we let it ring from every village…, from every state and every city, we will be able to 
speed up that day when all of God's children -- black men and white men, Jews and 
Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics -- will be able to join hands and sing in the words of 
the old Negro spiritual: "Free at last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at 
last!" 


