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…American ships have been sunk, American lives taken, in ways which it has stirred us very 
deeply to learn of, but the ships and people of other neutral and friendly nations have been 
sunk …There has been no discrimination. The challenge is to all mankind. … Our motive will 
not be revenge or the victorious assertion of the physical might of the nation, but only the 
vindication of right, of human right, of which we are only a single champion.


…Our object … is to vindicate the principles of peace and justice in the life of the world as 
against selfish and autocratic power and to set up amongst the really free and self-governed 
peoples of the world such a concert of purpose and of action as will henceforth insure the 
observance of those principles. Neutrality is no longer feasible or desirable… We are at the 
beginning of an age in which it will be insisted that the same standards of conduct and of 
responsibility for wrong done shall be observed among nations and their governments that are 
observed among the individual citizens of civilized states.


…The world must be made safe for democracy. Its peace must be planted upon the tested 
foundations of political liberty. We have no selfish ends to serve.


We desire no conquest, no dominion. We seek no indemnities for ourselves, no material 
compensation for the sacrifices we shall freely make. We are but one of the champions of the 
rights of mankind. … we shall fight for the things which we have always carried nearest our 
hearts,-for democracy, for the right of those who submit to authority to have a voice in their 
own Governments, for the rights and liberties of small nations, for a universal dominion of right 
by such a concert of free peoples as shall bring peace and safety to all nations and make the 
world itself at last free. To such a task we can dedicate our Eves and our fortunes, every thing 
that we are and everything that we have, with the pride of those who know that the day has 
come when America is privileged to spend her blood and her might for the principles that gave 
her birth and happiness and the peace which she has treasured. God helping her, she can do 
no other.
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