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B. A Culture At War With Itself 

1. If we make a map of the world’s cultural blocks and show where the major wars are 
occurring in the world today, something becomes obvious.  Almost all of them are in the 
Islamic World. 

2. All the wars in this block are in the area known as the “Middle East,” so we will focus on 
the geography of that area in order to learn more. These are the main Islamic countries in 
that area: 
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C. Islamism 

1. The reason there are so many wars in this cultures is something called Islamism.  
Islamism is the idea that Islamic Culture should try to conquer the rest of the world and 
that Islam can and should triumph over all other cultures.  This not a new belief.  As we 
will see, the original version of Islamic culture also believed in this idea. 

2. Because of the so-called “war on terror,” people think terrorism is the most important 
part of Islamic history how.  Terrorism is just a tactic used by people who are fighting for 
a cause.  It involves using violence against ordinary citizens and parts of the government 
other than the military.  Terrorism is certainly used by Islamists (people who accept 
Islamism), but that because they believe in the triumphal view of Islam.  

D. 1979 - The Year Islamic Culture Changed Into What It Is 

1. Up until the year 1979, Islamic culture was on a different path than it is today. Some 
countries were democracies, and some were monarchies, but allies of America. 

2. Others had dictators (modern charismatic leaders), but that was not always a terrible 
thing. A great example is Egypt, where a military dictator named Anwar Sadat proved to 
be a great peacemaker. After a long series of wars with Egypt’s 
non-Muslim neighbor Israel, in early 1979 Sadat made peace. 

3. Overall, the way things looked in 1979 was that Islamic culture 
was moving in the direction of cosmopolitanism (which means a 
“live and let live” policy towards the wider world.) 

4. And then came the Iranian Revolution. The monarchy of Iran 
was overthrown because it was no longer a benevolent despotism. 
What replaced it was a government controlled by the religious 
authorities of the country, especially a charismatic religious 
teacher known as the Ayatollah Khomeini. 

5. As part of the Iranian Revolution, Islamists inspired by Khomeini 
stormed the American embassy in the capital of Iran, Teheran, 
and took the Americans hostage.  They tied them up and paraded 
them on television for the world to see.  They humiliated the 
United States during this American Hostage Crisis to show that 
terrorism was a way to strike at America. 

6. Eventually the hostages were released, but the damage was done. 
Terrorism started to used by other Islamists, including in 1981, 
when Islamists assassinated Anwar Sadat for making peace with 
Israel. 

7. Soon and more often terrorist attacks became a normal part of modern life. Islamism 
became stronger and stronger.  Cosmopolitanism became weaker.  The current state of 
widespread wars throughout the Islamic Middle East is the result of these trends. 
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Ayatollah Khomeini 
is the Deng 
Xiaoping of Islamic 
history. His message 
of Islamism changed 
Islamic culture into 
what it is today in 
the same way that 
Deng created Post-
Maoism.
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