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Part 1: Geography and World History 

1.  Label the countries indicated on the map below: 

a) Libya (1/2 pt) 
 
b) Egypt (1/2 pt) 

c) Syria (1/2 pt) 
 
d) Saudi Arabia (1/2 pt) 

e) Pakistan (1/2 pt) 

f) Yemen (1/2 pt) 
(3 pts: 1/2 pt for each item) 

2. Use the timeline provided to label the anchor facts and periods of Islamic history.  Don’t just put the dates! 
Make sure to include a very brief description/label for events as well. 

(9 points: 4 pts for period names; 5 pts for anchor fact - with 1/2 point for date and 1/2 for description) 
Total Points This Page: 12 pts  
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Part 2: Triumphal Islam 
3. What did Muhammad do from c.622 to 632 AD?  What was Muhammad’s message to neighboring rulers 
after he accomplished that?  What is the basic idea that Muhammad started through these actions? 

Muhammad conquered Arabia as a warlord from c.622 to c632 AD.  Then he wrote letters to the neighboring 

emperors telling them to “convert of be conquered. These actions are part of how Muhammad made Islamic 

culture “triumphal” or “triumphalist.” 

      (4 pts: 1 pt for Arabia; 1 pt for letters; 1pt for triumphalism; 1 pt for spelling and grammar) 

4.  What happened during the Crusades?  How did they affect the way that Islamic culture compared itself to 
Europe? 

The Europeans briefly conquered the Holy Land, but they were defeated and expelled and the Muslims kept it 

for centuries after.  This made Triumphal Islam continue. 

      (4 pts: 1 pt for Muslim victory; 1 pt for more triumphalism; 1 pt for spelling and grammar)  

Part 3: European Ascendancy 
5. What happened at the Siege of Vienna of 1683?  How did it affect Islamic culture’s relationship to Europe? 

At the Siege of Vienna the city of Vienna was saved by the Polish army from being captured by the Ottoman 

Turks.  By itself, this did not change history, but when the Turks continued to lose a long series of battles in the 

Euro-Ottoman Wars of 1683-99, it became a “turning point” in history, where Europe was now the aggressor 

and Islamic culture was desperate to defend itself and worried about losing.  This new part of the story is 

properly called the European Ascendancy. 

      (4 pts: 1 pt for Polish intervention; 1 pt for Euro-Ottoman Wars; 1pt for European Ascendancy; 1 pt 

for spelling and grammar) 

Total Points This Page: 12 pts  
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Part 4: Disintegrated Islamic Culture and Islamism 

6.  Who were the main enemies in World War I?  Why is World War I also important to Islamic culture? 

World War I was mainly a European war between the Triple Entente of France, Britain, and Russia against the 

Triple Alliance of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy.  Because Germany, the most powerful member of 

Triple Alliance had never been at war with the Muslims, and the Triple Entente were the Muslims’s greatest 

enemies, the Ottomans allied with Germany.  The Germans and Ottomans lost, and the Ottoman Empire was 

conquered and broken up by France & Britain.  This started the chapter of Political Disintegration. 

      (4 pts: 1 pt for Triple Entente; 1 pt for Ottoman decision to ally with Germany; 1 pt for political 
disintegration; 1 pt for spelling and grammar)  

7.  What does “cosmopolitanism” mean?  Explain how it is connected to either toleration or friendship. 

Cosmopolitanism means a “live and let live” attitude about other cultures, which is the complete opposite of 

triumphalism.  Cosmopolitanism does not mean being friends with everybody; it means tolerating other 

cultures, which means accepting them as part of the world, even if you don’t like them. 

      (3 pts: 1 pt for cosmopolitanism; 1 pt for connection to friendship and toleration; 1 pt for spelling and 
grammar)  

8.  Why did the United States become the world police power?  How did its relationship with Iran change 
during the period where it was focussed on police the world according to the reason you give? 

The United States became the world police power in order to stop the spread of communism, especially because 

of Russia trying to force it on others.  America started out as allies with Iran, because its king also didn’t want 

communism, but because America helped the king to rule his people and he was seen as corrupt, when the 

people rebelled against him they also blamed America for his corrupt rule and declared America an enemy as 

part of their new desire for religious triumph called “Islamism." 

      (4 pts: 1 pt for anti-communism; 1 pt for alliance; 1 pt for enemies now; 1 pt for spelling and 
grammar)  

Total Points This Page: 11 pts  
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Part 5: Bonus 

9.  Draw timelines of China and Japan (and any cultures affecting them), and label the diagram with any periods 
and anchor facts you know. 
 

Total Points on Test: 35 pts 
(BONUS Points Available: 5 pts)
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